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Sterling Ruby (American/Dutch, b. 1972) is a Los Angeles-based multidisciplinary artist whose 
expansive practice includes painting, sculpture, ceramics, textiles, collage, video, and installation. Ruby 
is recognized for his sustained engagement with the complexities of contemporary life, exploring 
themes of violence, confinement, societal pressures, and transformation through a rigorous focus on 
material and artistic process. Ruby’s work often organizes into series, compiling fragments and gestures 
drawn from his surroundings and personal experience, transforming the everyday into reflections on 
cultural tension and change.  
 
Born on an American military base in Bitburg, Germany to a Dutch mother and American father, Ruby 
was raised in the United States, received a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and an 
MFA from ArtCenter College of Design, Pasadena, California.  
 
His work has been exhibited internationally, with solo exhibitions at MAMO – Centre d'art de la Cité 
Radieuse, Marseille (2025), Sogetsu Foundation, Tokyo (2023), Museum of Cycladic Art, Athens (2021), 
Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston (2020), ICA Miami (2019), Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas 
(2019), Museum of Art and Design, New York (2018), Des Moines Art Museum (2018), MOCA Los 
Angeles (2017), and Winterpalais, Belvedere Museum, Vienna (2016), among others. 
 
Ruby’s works are held in museum collections worldwide, including the Museum of Modern Art, NY; 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, NY; Centre Pompidou, Paris; Tate Modern, London; Whitney Museum 
of American Art, NY; Los Angeles County Museum of Art; Moderna Museet, Stockholm; Hammer 
Museum, Los Angeles; Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC; MCA Chicago; 
SFMOMA, San Francisco; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; and Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris. 
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