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salted caramel. The fruit tones are pure and 
juicy, lifted by scents of lavender and violet, 
and the flavors flow together seamlessly on 
the way to a long, harmonious finish. Dalla
Terra, Napa, CA 

95 I Fratelli Alessandria $120 
2018 Barolo Monvigliero This elegant and 
spicy Barolo offers flavors of soft strawberry 
and cherry laced with notes of fennel bulb, 
sweet basil and white pepper. The tannins 
feel cool and polished, contributing to the 
overall impression of finesse and the imme
diate appeal of this wine. North Berkeley
Imports, Berkeley, CA 

95 I Fratelli Alessandria S9o

2018 Barolo Gramolere The Alessandria 
family's wine from Monforte is red-fruited 
and lively, its crunchy cherry and berry fla
vors gaining verve and brightness as the wine 
sits in the glass. The tannins are like cool 
iron, gripping the red fruit tones as they pick 
up notes of soft herbs and white licorice on 
the long finish. North Berkeley Imports, Berke
ley, CA 

95 I Luigi Baudana $95 
2018 Barolo Ceretta "My customers would 
spend a lot of money on that;' commented 
one of our tasting panelists after encounter
ing the abundance of red- and black-cherry 
fruit in this tautly structured wine. The tan
nins feel fine and chiseled, highlighting the 
wine's lively notes of licorice, thyme and 
mint as the flavors remain harmonious 
through the finish. Vajra USA, Manhasset, NY

95 I Elvio Cogno $116 
2018 Barolo Ravera Valter Fissore's Ravera 
is typically reticent in youth, but this wine 
from the 2018 vintage shows an early exuber
ance in its red-cherry and raspberry flavors 
heightened by scents of rose petals and bal
samic herbs. The tannins, while taut, are a bit 
softer and rounder in this vintage. Since 2017, 
Fissore has been including some stems in his 
Barolo fermentations-about 20 to 30 per
cent in this wine-which enhances the fresh
ness and adds some complex spice notes to 
the finish. Wilson Daniels, NY

95 I Conterno Fantino $156 
2018 Barolo Ginestra Vigna Sori Ginestra 
Flavors of black cherry and raspberry show 
good density and concentration, enough 
to absorb notes of vanilla, cedar and spice 
gained from aging in French oak barrels. 
Hints of lavender and menthol brighten the 
wine, and a pleasant amaro bitterness bal-

ances the rich fruit and spice notes. Better in 
five years when those flavors have had time 
to integrate. Empson USA, Alexandria, VA

95 I G.D. Vajra $95 
2018 Barolo Bricco delle Viole Bricco delle 
Viole is the Vaira family's highest-elevation 
vineyard, rising more than 1,500 feet above 
sea level on Barolo's western edge, where 
ample winds provided helpful ventilation 
in the rainy 2018 vintage. Scents of lavender 
and violet match the wine's purple fruit tones 
and mesh well with the notes of anise and 
orange peel that enliven the dark cherry and 
plum flavors. Feathery tannins contribute to 
the wine's refined structure and smooth tex
ture. Vajra USA, Manhasset, NY

95 I Vietti $226 
2018 Barolo Brunate Luca Currado's 
Brunate shines in this lighter vintage, its 
fresh cherry flavors tangy and taut yet offer
ing plenty of juicy appeal. Hints of rose 
petal and fresh herbs lend a softness that's 
balanced by lively acidity and a high note of 
orange peel. The wine continues to brighten 
over several days. Dalla Terra, Napa, CA

94 I Fratelli Alessandria S85 
2018 Barolo San Lorenzo di Verduno This 
Baro lo reveals a darker and more voluptuous 
side ofVerduno, its sappy dark cherry flavors 
show ample concentration and ripeness as 
they take on notes of licorice and warm 
spice. For all its richness, the wine exhibits 
the impressive clarity and definition that 
characterize all of Alessandria family's 2018 
Barolos. North Berkeley Imports, Berkeley, CA

94 I Fratelli Alessandria S65 
2018 Barolo del Comune di Verduno In its 
second vintage, Vittore Alessandria's comu
nale wine captures the best aspects of the 
2018 vintage and the high-toned, vivacious 
personality ofVerduno. It opens with scents 
of fresh rose petals, white pepper and men
thol, setting a tone for the wine's lively red 
cherry and berry flavors. Capable of aging, 
the wine is also appealing now for its preci
sion and verve. North Berkeley Imports, Berke
ley, CA 

94 I Luigi Baudana $95 
2018 Barolo Baudana This wine shows good 
ripeness and concentration for the vintage, 
its penetrating flavors of dark cherry and 
black raspberry enriched by notes of licorice 
and violet pastilles. Taut, ferrous tannins sup
port the ripe fruit tones, exhibiting the power 
of Serralunga as the wine surges toward a 
lively finish. Vajra USA, Manhasset, NY

74 WINE & SPIRITS WINTER 2022 

94 I Borgogno 
Serio & Battista S6o

2016 Barolo Riserva Cannubi Flavors of 
macerated cherry and spice exhibit an inner 
sweetness and warmth that's brightened by 
hints of mortared herbs. Impressively con
centrated yet not at all heavy, this wine feels 
precocious in its smooth texture and refined 
tannins, a classic expression of Cannubi's 
richness and elegance. Skurnik Wines, NY

94 I Cavallotto $182 
2016 Barolo Riserva Vignolo This wine, 
aged for four years in large Slavonian casks, 
shows hints of development in its earthy and 
savory notes. Yet the wine remains firmly 
structured, with meaty tannins that gradu
ally relent with air to reveal sappy red cherry 
and raspberry flavors layered with notes of 
licorice, tobacco and thyme. Scents of rose 
petal and violet add lift and delicacy to the 
wine. Plenty of aging potential here. Skurnik
Wines,NY 

94 I Pio Cesare $179 
2018 Barolo Ornato Ornato feels broad and 
powerful for the vintage, the black-cherry 
flavors gripped by firm, ferrous tannins and 
underlined by a streak of graphite. Notes of 
licorice and brown spice emerge with air, 
along with savory hints that lend complex
ity to the bold fruit tones. Maisons Marques
& Domaines, Oakland, CA 

94 I Conterno Fantino s139 
2018 Barolo Mosconi Vigna Ped The wine 
rested in first- and second-use French oak 
barrels, and that influence seems a bit more 
obvious in this lighter vintage. The wine 
opens with scents of vanilla, cedar and spice 
that continue on the palate as the underly
ing dark cherry and apple-skin flavors begin 
to emerge. The wine shows plenty of drive 
and precision, suggesting it will knit together 
after a few years in the cellar. Empson USA,
Alexandria, VA 

94 I Luigi Einaudi S138 
2018 Barolo Bussia This wine is built like 
a mustang, its ripe cherry and berry flavors 
straining against taut, muscular tannins. 
Notes of licorice, black tea and orange peel 
emerge with time in the glass, even as the 
wine maintains its virile energy through the 
finish. Empson USA, Alexandria, VA
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Bright, chalky acidity drives the flavors as the 
wine takes on notes of loamy earth and warm 
spices on the way to a long and harmonious 
finish. Skurnik Wines, NY

95 I Fontanabianca S?o 
2019 Barbaresco Serraboella The Pola fam
ily's small southwest-facing vineyard plot at 
the top of Serraboella in Neive is the source 
for this powerfully expressive Barbaresco. It 
opens slowly with scents of earth and wet 
bark that expand into tangy cherry and rasp
berry flavors. Cool, mineral notes sculpt the 
red-fruit tones, enhancing their purity and 
precision. Ethica, Miami, FL

95 I Sottimano $65 
2019 Barbaresco Basarin This wine is 
jubilantly expressive, its flavors of crunchy 
cherry and raspberry infused with an inner 
sweetness that's balanced by tangy acidity 
and taut, chalky tannins. Immensely enjoy
able now, it has the freshness and concentra
tion to improve with age. Skurnik Wines, NY

94 I Castello di Verduno $68 
2019 Barbaresco Rabaja-Bas Nebbiolo for 
this wine comes from a 2.2-acre plot that 
comprises nearly half of Rabaja-Bas, Bar
baresco's smallest MGA. The wine's pure 
cherry and raspberry flavors are crisp and 
precise, lifted by floral scents and infused 
with lively acidity. Charming today for its 
freshness, depth and energy, its taut struc
ture will allow the wine to age gracefully. Oli
ver McCrum, San Francisco, CA/Polaner, Mt. 
Kisco,NY 

94 I Michele Chiarlo $86 
2019 Barbaresco Asili This wine combines 
depth and elegance, opening with delicate 
violet scents that lead into spice-suffused 
flavors of red cherry, licorice and candied 
orange peel. The fruit maintains a tangy edge 
that dovetails with the wine's taut, polished 
tannins. Lively acidity propels the flavors as 
those floral notes re-emerge on the energetic 
finish. Kobrand, Purchase, NY

94 I Giuseppe Cortese S65 
2016 Barbaresco Riserva Rabaja High
toned red cherry and berry flavors show a 
hint of sweetness that's balanced by a pleas
ant amaro bitterness in this Riserva. It's just 
beginning to show a hint of earthy develop
ment, yet is still tightly coiled, its power
ful ferrous tannins needing time to relax. 
Winebow,NY 

94 I Giuseppe Cortese S65 
2019 Barbaresco Rabaja This big and brood
ing wine is packed with flavors of dark cherry, 
black tea and tobacco wrapped in dense, 
chewy tannins. Its compact and extracted 
profile is built for the long haul, yet with a 
few hours of air it begins to show crushed 
violet scents and bright notes of mint, cedar 
and eucalyptus. Winebow, NY

94 I Ronchi $38 
2019 Barbaresco (BEST BUY) Giancarlo Rocca 
makes this Barbaresco with fruit from the 
Ranchi MGA, where his winery is located, as 
well as from several other estate vineyards. 
He ages the wine in large Slavonian casks to 
retain pure flavors of freshly crushed cherry, 
raspberry and orange peel. The wine feels 
focused and integrated, gaining warm spice 
notes and a hint of forest floor with exposure 
to air even as the fruit flavors remain tangy 
and mouthwatering. North Berkeley Imports,
Berkeley, CA 

94 I Sottimano $65 
2019 Barbaresco Fausoni Fausoni is the 
most structured and savory of Sottimano's 
2019 Barbarescos, its dark cherry flavors 
gripped by meaty tannins and layered with 
hints of sundried tomato and dried herbs. 
Floral scents emerge with exposure to air, 
but this is a wine that will benefit from a few 
years of cellaring to show its true potential. 
Skurnik Wines, NY 

94 I Sottimano $65 
2019 Barbaresco Cotta Fruit from the Sotti
mano family's oldest vines yielded this firmly 
mineral wine. Its tangy sour-cherry flavors 
feel cool and crunchy, edged with notes of 
subtle spice and savory hints. The flavors 
begin to harmonize as the wine sits in the 
glass, gaining brightness and verve that sug
gest a long life ahead. Skurnik Wines, NY

94 I Vietti $120

2018 Barbaresco Roncaglie Scents of rose 
petal and fresh thyme infuse this wine's tangy 
cherry flavors. The fruit feels snappy and pre
cise, brightened by hints of orange peel and 
menthol and drawn out by mouthwatering 
acidity. Dalla Terra, Napa, CA

93 I Pasquale Pelissero S4o 
2019 Barbaresco Bricco San Giuliano 

(BEST BUY) Bold and spicy, this Barbaresco's 
thick, chewy tannins relax gradually with 
air, revealing a dense, brooding core of dark 
fruit peppered with savory herbal notes. For 
hearty fare. Massanois, NY
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92 I Giuseppe Cortese S4o 
2019 Barbaresco (BEST BUf) A brawny and 
muscular take on Barbaresco, this wine's 
dark cherry flavors feel dense and extracted, 
the fruit tones balanced by earthy and savory 
notes as well as hints of scrubby herbs. 
Winebow,NY 

92 I Pasquale Pelissero S4o 
2019 Barbaresco Cascina Crosa (BEST BUY) 

This Barbaresco from Neive is both powerful 
and rustic, its dense, meaty tannins and pure 
red-cherry flavors ready for bistecca. Massa
nois, NY 
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